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Expediting Civil Appeals in the Michigan Court of 
Appeals

Pursuing or defending an appeal in the Michigan Court of Appeals can be a 
lengthy process. Briefing does not begin until after all transcripts have been ordered, 
and that process alone can take up to 91 days in civil cases.  MCR 7.210(B)(3)(b)(iv). 
The appellant’s brief is typically due 56 days from the date all transcripts are received 
by the Court of Appeals, and the appellee’s brief is due 35 days later.  MCR 7.212.  
Both deadlines, however, are subject to extensions of up to 56 days.  Once briefing 
is completed, the parties must wait for oral argument to be scheduled. As a result, 
parties can typically expect the appeal process to take 12-18 months (in 2023, it was 
approximately 14 months on average for all appeals).1

With this timeline, it may be necessary in some cases to attempt to expedite the 
appellate process. The court rules provide three basic procedures for expediting ap-
peals in the Michigan Court of Appeals.

First, an appellee may file a motion to affirm. See MCR 7.211. See also IOP 
7.211(C)(3). This motion, which can be filed only after the appellant’s brief has been 
filed, requests that the Court affirm an order or judgment below because “(a) it is 
manifest that the questions sought to be reviewed are so unsubstantial as to need 
no argument or formal submission; or (b) the questions sought to be reviewed were 
not timely or properly raised.” See MCR 7.211(C)(3). These motions can be granted 
only with a unanimous order.

Second, an appellant may file a motion for peremptory reversal. MCR 7.211(C)
(4). This motion argues that error “is so manifest that an immediate reversal of the 
judgment or order appealed from should be granted without formal argument or 
submission.” Id. Like a motion to affirm, a motion for peremptory reversal may be 
granted only by a unanimous order. 

Third, a party may file either a motion for immediate consideration (in the case of 
applications for leave to appeal) or a motion to expedite (in the case of appeals as of 
right). MCR 7.211(C)(6); IOP 7.211(C)(6). Although the court rules suggest that 
motions for immediate consideration can be filed only to expedite consideration of 
another “motion” (such as a motion to affirm or a motion for peremptory reversal), 
the Court’s Internal Operating Procedures (IOPs) explain that a party may file a 
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motion for immediate consideration of an application for leave 
to appeal as well. See IOP 7.211(C)(6)-1 (“A motion for im-
mediate consideration . . . is designed to expedite consideration 
of another accompanying or pending motion, application for 
leave, or original proceeding.”). Finally, while the court rules 
do not explicitly mention motions to expedite an appeal as of 
right, the Court’s IOPs clearly provide for such relief and ex-
plain the process for doing so. See IOP 7.211(C)(6)-2.  A suc-
cessful motion to expedite can result in a considerable short-
ening of the overall appeal timeframe (in 2023, the average 
expedited appeal lasted 9 months).2

In short, a party wishing to expedite consideration of an ap-
peal has various options for doing so.
Endnotes
1   See Michigan Court of Appeals, Annual Report (2023), p 5, available 

at: https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4963ef/siteassets/reports/coa/
annualreports/annualreport2023.pdf

2   Id. at 6.
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