. |
CLIENT AEERT W ¢

English on page 3 1

September 7, 2022

BERBE. 0O ELFHEZEAES
Alexandra Crandal| Z

Ao b0853

COVID-19M/NU T2 vy &%), BRBE, EHENELOKRER
MEBICEEL-BRAFFRESSHICT SO, LW{I2HD
ERHLGHICEKERRLELIZ, TDS5D 120, HEDH
RAFEFENDEZENEREFRET DAL TL =,

LAE—RLERGESNTVELEAS, BRANS FHEAE
CEITmA., REENODFFEE LMD, 20225T7A25
H. BREFIEZOERZTELT OIMICEXKGMATERLET
Do EERRLFL

COERRFILLABRLESNEIRELDOTTA, BREIE. B
RRFEFHRICBEVT, KAL L TERLERZEEICRET O
ELEDIAZEESDTVIRICITTIEABETY,

BEB~NORHERBICIE, ENBERATELIN?

BEBABHBEEZZRHETIEICEK. BonEKRERNT, B
BEARAANBBEZCELE LETNIERY EHA, COELE
52 &ITkY, ERERNHD L. XBIZERE TS
EEZEELTNSIE. ZLTENLDEENEETHD
EERANDHENTIEIDEESNTNSESHTT,

EECBMAHEDEE. BFEERFXEROERBENEITELT
ERSNDVBENHYFT . EANFEDAYITH L TEAE
RERLTERTHHERZMFELTLERY. TOAMIT MER
DHHE ERYVET., ERHIEBREF L, HIAIEUTIZH
LYHEREERLEY,

cEANERRTDEREZEET HIMITRE
LLCEREFLLPO T R—D T IR— b F—, FllEvR—
DA IN—

EAEEF BEASEETORRLTELTEIHE—DOAY
THH1=M)

=k F—2yTIZBITE, EXG/R— b F—
CEANDEEREBALE LTCERABRICHLSFEL
- EOANEMICEETSE
IAZEDERCEEDOEE T TREEENICHERT HHER
*HTOHREE

b, BREEMNAELERIZODVTHRBEZE 1188
I&. Request of Evidence EFEIEN B EME GEID EFAOFE
WEET L IRODEM) HARITINDAREENHY 7,

KICHRA-RBY ., BREAPHFEZIRET SRICIIRABEFED
EEZNRETYTN, LTOGRICEIFNNIERNTEELYE
ERS

. REEH

BELREMNTERRANURRBDO FHOBFEICELZET
50 EMNTEET, URLULOFHDIFEICIET, BRTHE
& -FRE - TOMEZRICERAEZITILESHYVES. B
MNERZTHBEEICT. BFEREANATIES (HESHA
E. BRTRMEMAELL) ERMHTILENHBYET.

s WAFICKSTHIBENE

HIRAENF L HH SN -FNBRET SBE2(3, BELEH
AELEAMBEICE > THES SN ENGTRRANSELE
FEHCEMNTEEY, REATHLSCLEZMHITHEE (R
HIFRE = X AHIRBNRIT L -RRARRIAEE - EHT
E) cHEFICRHTIDENSBYET.

o FERICESCHE

BRBE, EANELTEGVKREICH>TLESBSIC
BY., REZEREZTHTET . TORGZHEIT LD
MRAL LT, REZEEROIE—DPZOMERZIRET 2
ENHYFETH, BRHUFHARITTIEMETIIFETY,

ANGERADER L IfFIN?

BRBIE. BEEOERITELTERGERALELEZN, EF
ERFZFTHTFERA, BER—CODRANBRBICIRH I AL
WMEEICIE. HBROBELNEVRY ., BER—JE, FEZDE
ghaE—ht=tDTHITLIEGY FHA, T, 214 T54
A—.\vay, 7—7Aa, RV T, TOMBLUOFETHER
INEBLIEZEINEE A,

ERR—CBFEEZNEREIE—LIELOTHIRENHY F
I, EREDLONHFRARETHILERIHY FHA, FEE
D X1 EVDIREBOA VIICEBERDY—Y FEREED)
THLRVERA, Tz, BEREV BEE - TVWESAETHLSEHE
ICIE, EBLE-ERIBOLOIAFET ., 4. EFHICRHESME
BREOEZEHIE. CORBOFINIZHL, 24 TSh=EELN
HASNBHEENHYFT . BERERXBEFHICRE SN T4 —
LNEYICER SN TS EEHRT H=0ICH. T+4—LD
BRI THERT 2RESHYET,

BEBKTEYNLGESR EHIMN LIS

HEEE. BRE. KEED (THEULGER) ZLELBRENY
BriLI=58. TNEREZBET S LEROHLNT . ERAOEH
=L TOWEW I Sh=B8E, EE—XABRAMEIIFE

¥, BREVNRVICEEFREZELBATH, REShizE
BITTHEYGERNGSATNS ERTHELZHRICE, BR
BEINTOREEZTLES, —EEHF-—ANEBTSAEE, &
NEERZRLELOZERELTWWEILIHYFEA, &
. BREAZEFTHEHIBL, EEDREEZTLEHEATE.
BEE. BRE. KEEE., MELG-EXITE LT, FRO

BLITYOLROERNEZRLET,

DICKINSON WRIGHT

ARIZONA CALIFORNIA FLORIDA ILLINOIS KENTUCKY MICHIGAN NEVADA OHIO TENNESSEE TEXAS WASHINGTON DC TORONTO



!
CLIENT ATERT

EEIZDT

Alexandra Crandall (71 F¥>V 254 MEES
BRIZIZVIRFT T4 RADFELTT, EDF
A2 L—2avEEMEL, BR - EBRE
FOHEZYR—FLTWET,

TAXUY T4 NERBERMAARMT SH11E. 7
) JF SR EEIFTDJennifer B. Campbel | %55
nHLETO—YS—VELTRELTVWELE, B
SEES13602. 285.5074, A —I)LF7 KL RIE
acrandal |@dickinsonwright. com. T3,

ChETOBRBLHEFHCE S SEETEET,

DICKINSON WRIGHT

ARIZONA CALIFORNIA FLORIDA ILLINOIS KENTUCKY MICHIGAN NEVADA OHIO TENNESSEE TEXAS WASHINGTON DC TORONTO



|

CLIENT AGE

September 7, 2022

o 14

USCIS MAKES COVID-19 SIGNATURE POLICY PERMANENT
by Alexandra Crandall

Introduction

At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, USCIS announced
several “flexibilities” to facilitate immigration filings in the face of
significant logistical challenges. One of those flexibilities was a much-
needed suspension of the “wet ink” signature requirement for certain
immigration forms.

After sustained success and positive feedback on what was supposed
to be a temporary rule, USCIS announced on July 25, 2022 that the
“reproduced signature flexibility” would become permanent, effective
immediately.

While this change is, of course, welcome, USCIS has still implemented
requirements for signatures that should be carefully considered when
seeking immigration benefits.

Who is permitted to sign for an application, petition,
request, or other filed documents?

The person seeking the immigration benefit must sign their own
request before filing it with USCIS, except in limited circumstances. In
providing a signature, the person affirms that they have authority to
sign the document, have knowledge of the facts being represented in
the document, and testify to the truth of those facts.

For business or government entities, the request must be signed by
an authorized signatory. A person is “authorized” so long as the legal
entity has given that person permission to sign on the entity’s behalf.
Signatories may include the following:

+ An executive officer with authority to act on behalf of a
corporation

- A managing partner or managing member of an LLC or LLP

+ A sole proprietor (Note: a sole proprietor is the only person
authorized to sign on behalf of the sole proprietorship)

« An authorized partner of a partnership

+ An attorney employed in an employer-employee relationship by
a corporation as its legal representative

+ A person employed within the entity’s human resources
department

« Any employee who has the authority to legally bind the entity to
the attestations made and the terms of the specific request

« If USCIS questions the authority of a signatory to bind a legal
entity, it may issue a Request for Evidence (“RFE”).

The following are some of the exceptions to the rule that the person
seeking the immigration benefit must provide a signature:

« Minors. A parent or legal guardian may sign filings benefitting
children under age 14. Children 14 or older should sign their own
petition, application, or request. If a parent signs, evidence of the
parent-child relationship should be included with the form (birth
certificate, adoption decree, etc.)

« Persons who are mentally incompetent. Filings benefitting
those who have been found mentally incompetent may be
signed by a legal guardian appointed by a proper court or public
authority. Documentary proof of the guardianship should be
provided with the filing (official letters of guardianship or order
issued by a court or agency authorized to do so).

« Power of Attorney. USCIS only accepts a Power of Attorney
("POA”) that is “durable” and in the place of an incapacitated adult.
No court documents are necessary for proof, but the POA should
submit a copy of the durable POA document and evidence
showing that all conditions have been met that give the signatory
the authority to sign on behalf of the incapacitated adult.

What makes a signature valid?

Although USCIS no longer requires original “wet ink” signatures,
electronic signatures are not permitted. If the original signature page is
not provided to USCIS, then the signature page must be a reproduction
of the handwritten “wet ink” signature unless otherwise specified.
USCIS will reject a signature created by a typewriter, computer word
processor, stamp, or other similar methods.

Although the signature page needs to be a reproduction of the
original signature, the signature itself need not be legible. It can even
be a handwritten “X” or a similar mark in ink (including a fingerprint).
Abbreviated signatures are also acceptable, assuming that the signatory
typically signs their name in that manner.

USCIS submissions filed electronically can present an exception to this
rule, and typed signatures may be permitted. Signatories should follow
form instructions to ensure that any electronically-submitted forms are
properly signed.

What happens if USCIS rejects a signature that has been
submitted?

USCIS does not allow applicants, petitioners, or requestors to cure what
it deems an “improper signature” and will return the entire package if
the signature is not sufficient. Even if USCIS initially accepts a request for
adjudication but later determines that the submission has a deficient
signature, USCIS will issue a denial decision.
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Once the package is rejected, the only option is to re-submit the
package with a valid signature. If USCIS issues a denial decision based
on its finding of a deficient signature, the applicant, petitioner, or
requestor still has all motion and appeal options and rights that would
otherwise be available, depending on the form at issue.
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