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Less than a month has passed since the launch of the regulated iGaming Gregory R.Gemignani )
market in Ontario, and the Ontario regulator has already handed 702.550.4468 | ggemignaniedickinsonwright.com
down its first pair of penalties. On Tuesday, May 3, 2022, the Alcohol Jeffrey A. Silver
and Gaming Commission of Ontario announced its first two monetary 702.550.4482 | jsilver@dickinsonwright.com
penalties to iGaming Operators — both stemming from alleged failures TORONTO
to comply with advertising and marketing Standard 2.05. Michael D. Lipton, Q.C.

416.866.2929 | mdliptongc@dickinsonwright.com
BetMGM Canada’s penalty totaled $48,000 for alleged failure to comply Kevin J. Weber
with Standards 2.04 and 2.05. Meanwhile, their peer PointsBet Canada 416.367.0899 | kweber@dickinsonwright.com

was served a penalty totaling $30,000 for alleged failure to comply with

WASHINGTON, D.C.
Standards 2.05.

Jacob S. Frenkel
202.466.5953 | jfrenkel@dickinsonwright.com

Both Standard 2.04 and 2.05 relate to an Operator’'s marketing and

MICHIGAN
advertising. Standard 2.04 requires that an Operator's marketing Peter H. Ellsworth
(including their advertising and promotions) be truthful, not mislead 517.487.4710 | pellsworth@dickinsonwright.com
players, or misrepresent products. Meanwhile, Standard 2.05 prohibits

. - . Peter J. Kulick
the broad public advertising of bonuses and inducements. 517.487.4729 | pkulick@dickinsonwright.com

BetMGM Canada’s alleged breach of Standard 2.04 came from an April ARIZONA

u . . Samuel Coffman
10th tweet that stated, “the more money you put in per bet, the higher
your chance is of winning” Standard 2.04 includes a number of minimum
requirements, including a prohibition against implying that the chances OTHER OFFICES
of winning increase the more one spends.

602.285.5029 | scoffman@dickinsonwright.com
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BetMGM Canada was also found to be communicating gambling COOPERATION AGREEMENT FIRMS
inducements to a broad audience via a string of tweets ranging from MdME, Macau
April 4th — April 11th. The tweets included offers for bonuses and Varela & Fonseca Abogados, Peru

free spins. Similarly, PointsBet Canada allegedly included gambling Velchev & Co,, Bulgaria

WH Part , Malt
inducements on posters on Ontario GO trains from April 4th — April 21st. artners, Watta
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. o . to inform our clients and friends of important developments in the fields of gaming
While Standard 2.05 does not prohibit the use of inducements, bonuses, law, federal Indian law, and hospitality law. The content is informational only and

or credits, it does limit the ways that Operators can promote them. As does not constitute legal or professional advice. We encourage you to consult a
T .. T Dickinson Wright attorney if you have specific questions or concerns relating to any

opposed to other jurisdictions, Ontario is one of the only jurisdictions of the topics covered in Gaming & Hospitality Legal News.

in the world to prohibit broad public advertising of bonuses and other

gambling inducements.

AGCO’s message here is clear: tweets are just as much a form of
advertising as anything else and must be compliant with the standards.
Likewise, these two penalties serve as a reminder to all Operators that
marketing materials that might work in other jurisdictions might not
work in Ontario.
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